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A. nasoTiii Rob., and A. pensilis Timb,, by the black hairs of the

head (all pubescence of head light in these two species), and

also from nasonii by having the parapenial lobes of the genital

capsule very slightly, rather than strongly, produced. From the

larger A. {Platandrena) angustitarsata Vier. (about 9 mm.) it

differs by the more shining mesonotum and tergites, and by the

peculiar basal plate of the eighth sternite, which is widest at the

proximal one-third in orthocarpi and widest at the distal one-

third in angustitarsata.

A SIMPLE METHODOF MOUNTINGAPHIDS

BY WILLIAM P. NYE
Utah State Agricultural College, Logan

Recent favorable comments have been received from Pro-

fessors E. 0. Essig and M. A. Palmer, and others, on aphid

mounts made for Dr. G. F. Knowlton. In addition, several re-

quests have been received for information concerning the mount-

ing technique used. This has prompted the presentation of the

following information:

Fresh specimens, or more commonly those preserved in 70-75

percent alcohol, are immersed directly in a 10 percent solution

of KOH (or NaOH) in Syracuse watch glasses and placed in

a warming oven, or the aphids may be contained in evaporating

dishes and boiled over a flame or hot plate. The specin;ens soon

become relaxed and are cleared to the desired degree. A medicine

dropper or a fine pipette, is used to drain off the liquid each

time from the Syracuse glass, and to replace it with the reagent

which follows each time in processes of clearing and premount-

ing. This procedure prevents injury which otherwise may result

from moving specimens from one dish to another. Following

KOH solution, transfer is made to 10 per cent acetic acid in

which the KOH solution is teased or pressed out. The speci-

mens then are flooded with fresh glacial acetic acid for 10

minutes. While in this solution the aphids may be stained, if

desired, by adding acid fuchsin or alcohol fast green or other

stain. Next the specimens are covered with a very thin and fluid

mixture of Canada balsam and carboxyl ol (pure carbolic acid,
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crystals, 1 part; xylol, 3 parts by volume; and suflEcient Canada

balsam to make a thin and fluid mixture) for 10 minutes. The

premounting treatment prevents shrinking and the formation

of empty spaces or bubbles in the legs, antennae, and other parts

of the aphid body. The dilute premounting mixture appears to

facilitate the rapid infiltration of balsam in all parts of each

aphid specimen, before it is placed into the mounting medium.

Apparently the lack of balsam infiltration is an important cause

of shrinking and other defects. Transfer specimens into Canada

balsam. The number per slide will depend on the size of the

aphids, number of specimens and forms present, and size of the

cover glass used; usually from one to five or six specimens.

The mounting medium should be of such consistency as not to

spread out too freely on the glass slip when the specimens are

arranged in it immediately before laying down the cover glass.

A NEWPTERODONTIAFROMNEWGUINEA
(Diptera, Acroceratidae)

BY CURTIS W. SABROSKY

Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine, Agricultural

Research Administration, United States Department

of Agriculture

A strikingly distinct, undescrihed species of Pterodonda Gray

was recently sent me for determination by Dr. Edward S. Ross.

This is believed to be the first record of the genus from the

islands of the South Pacific, though several species are known

from Australia and southern Asia. The present species is unique

in its possession of unusually long squamae, as well as in the

contrast of entirely shining black body and pale yellow legs.

Pterodontia longisquama Sabrosky, new species

Male. Body entirely black, thickly covered with unusually long,

erect, black hair, of which the longest (on the second to fourth

segments of the abdomen) are equal to the combined length of

the two proximal segments of a hind tarsus. Genitalia pale yel-

low with yellow hairs.

Coxae and trochanters black to brownish, the rest of the legs

entirely bright pale yellow, only the distal tarsal segment, the

pulvilli, and the claws light brown, the latter black-tipped. The


